
Dear Colleagues: 

Our community faces the following 
challenges as we approach our      
influenza season: 

1. A new virus that appears to have 
a “predilection for young people in 
congregate settings”. 

2. The possibility of Novel H1N1 
causing severe illness and/or  
having a high attack rate. 

3. An additional flu vaccine this year, 
with the likelihood of significant 
public anxiety and wariness. 

4. The uncertainty of the potential 
extremes of either public apathy to 
the new   vaccine or public       
demand for immediate immunza-
tion.  This will likely depend on our 
experience with #2 above and the 
media. 

5. The need to balance adverse  
morbidity/mortality events with 
Novel H1N1 with a responsible 
public health response.  Schools 
may be at the epicenter of this         
challenge. 

6. A potentially early onset to the 
influenza season. 

7. A new paradigm where some  
target groups are a priority for one 
vaccine, and not the other       
vaccine.  A clear example of this 
are seniors. 

 

At this time it appears that private  
providers and hospital systems will 
have access to the vaccine and be 
very important in vaccine delivery.  
The current federal plan  includes  
ordering through the health            
department.  Vaccine and  necessary 
supplies would be distributed by 
McKesson in 100 dose increments.  
There will be no charge for this      
vaccine.  Recipients can only be billed 
an administration fee.  Further        
information will be forth coming as it is 
available. 

NEWS FROM THE BERRIEN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
AT YOUR SERVICE 

Most likely seasonal and Novel H1N1    
Influenza viruses will sooner or later be 
upon us.  Please find the enclosed     
guidelines for clinicians on influenza test-
ing from the Michigan Department of         
Community Health. 

Useful information can be found at 
www.michigan.gov/flu; www.flu.gov and 
www.bchdmi.org. 

Please also see current epidemiological 
information of other communicable       
diseases affecting our county. 

The health department will be working 
with you, schools and other community 
groups to meet the challenges. 

Thanks, in advance, for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Frederick “Rick” Johansen, MD, MPH 
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The groups recommended by the CDC to 
have the Novel H1N1 influenza vaccine 
include: 

• Pregnant women because they are at 
higher risk of complications and can 
potentially provide protection to infants 
who cannot be vaccinated; 

• Household contacts and caregivers 
for children younger than 6 months 
of age because younger infants are at 
higher risk of influenza-related       
complications and cannot be           
vaccinated. Vaccination of those in 
close contact with infants less than 6 
months old might help protect infants 
by “cocooning” them from the virus. 

• Healthcare and emergency   medical 
services personnel  because         
infections among healthcare workers 
have been reported and this can be a 
potential source of infection for        
vulnerable patients.  Also, increased 
absenteeism in this population could 
reduce health care system capacity; 

• All people from 6 months through 24 
years of age 

 - Children from 6 months through 
18 years of age because we have seen 
many cases of novel H1N1 influenza in 
children and they are in close contact with 
each other in school and day care settings, 
which increase the likelihood of disease 
spread, and 

 - Young adults 19 through                                           
24 years of age because we have seen 
many cases of novel H1N1  influenza in 
these healthy young adults and they often 
live, work and study in close proximity, and 
they are a frequently mobile population: 
and 

• Persons aged 25 through 64 years 
who have health conditions          
associated with higher risk of   
medical complications from          
influenza. 

 

 

How to Reach Us: 

 Berrien County Health Department: 

 Phone:  926-7121 

 Fax:      926-8129 

 Address: 769 Pipestone 

                P.O. Box 706 

                Benton Harbor, MI. 49023 

 Medical Director: 

      Rick Johansen, M.D., M.P.H.,F.A.A.P. 

      926-7121, x5604 

      rjohansen@bchdmi.org 

 Health Officer 

       Mike Mortimore, Ed.M., M.P.H. 

     926-7121, x5600       

 mmortimore@bchdmi.org 

 Clinical & Community Health Services 

       Carol Klukas, R.N., B.S.N. 

       926-7121, x5650 

       cklukas@bchdmi.org 

 Environmental Health Services 

      Gary Witkowski, R.S. 

    926-7121, x5617  

   gwitkowski@bchdmi.org 

 Epidemiologist 

       Nicole Britten 

    927-7121, x5639  

   nbritten@bchdmi.org 
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Enteric Diseases 

 

Hepatitis 

 

STD 

 

Vaccine Preventable Diseases 

 

Vector Borne Diseases 

 

Meningitis 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Campylobacter 15 16 13 13 14 

Cryptosporidiosis 3 0 1 1 8 

Escherichia coli 0157:H7 0 0 0 0 1 

Giardiasis 6 4 7 4 8 

Salmonellosis 14 8 4 10 16 

Shigellosis 1 1 7 1 1 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Hepatitis A 5 0 1 1 0 

Hepatitis B, acute 9 1 4 1 0 

Hepatitis B, chronic 16 10 18 12 21 

Hepatitis C, acute 0 4 0 2 2 

Hepatitis C, chronic 105 116 69 101 125 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Chlamydia 849 781 756 858 940 

Gonorrhea 442 428 430 466 412 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Chickenpox 135 88 207 72 59 

Pertussis 0 1 6 1 0 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Lyme Disease 2 3 3 4 4 

Malaria 0 1 1 1 0 

West Nile Virus 0 1 2 0 0 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Aseptic Meningitis 16 12 15 11 28 

Bacterial Meningitis, Other 8 7 0 1 1 

Meningococcal Disease 2 0 0 0 0 

Berrien County: Selected Reportable Diseases 2004-08 

Visit us at: 

www.bchdmi.org 
To Report a Communicable Disease Call: 926-7121 
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